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CRUDE-OIL AND REFINED-PRODUCTS PIPELINE MILEAGE 
IN THE UNITED STATES, JANUARY 1, 1959 1/ 


by 
W. G. Messner 2/ 


Pipelines for transporting crude oil and refined products in the United 
States totaled 189,982 miles on January 1, 1959. This mileage was less than 
a l-percent increase from the 1956 total of 188,540 miles. During the three- 
year period (January 1956 - January 1959), 14,886 miles of new pipe and 10,649 
miles of secondhand pipe was laid. Pipe taken up in the same period was 24,093 
miles. The facts regarding pipeline mileage were obtained by the Bureau of 
Mines from pipeline companies and information provided by the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission. 


Crude-oil gathering lines, as of January 1959, were 40 percent of the 
United States pipeline mileage and totaled 75,182 miles, an increase of 1,656 
miles during the three-year period. Crude-oil trunklines totaled 70,317 miles 
or 37 percent of the United States pipeline mileage, a decline of 8,277 miles 
from the 1956 total. Some of this loss is attributed to the converting of 
crude lines to refined products. Refined product lines in January 1959, total- 
ed 44,483 or 23 percent of the United States mileage, an increase of 8,063 
miles during the three-year period. 


The total pipeline fill in January 1959, was 82,213,000 barrels compared 
to 78,043,000 barrels in January 1956. Crude-oil trunkline and gathering line 
fill was 61,523,000 barrels, 75 percent of the total, and approximately equal 
to the fill in January 1956. Product lines fill rose to 20,690,000 barrels in 
January 1959, compared to 15,000,000 barrels in January 1956. ‘The conversion 
of crude-oil trunklines to refined product lines during the three-year period 
accounted for about one-half of the pipeline fill increase in the refined 
product lines. 


i/ Manuscript completed October 1959. 


2/ Business Analyst, Branch of Petroleum Economics, Division of Petroleun, 
Bureau of Mines. 
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TABLE 1. - Mileage of petroleum pipelines in the United States, 1926-1959 
(Miles ) 


Year bel iste Gathering Total 


L/ Included in crude lines. 


TABLE 2. - Mileage of petroleum pipelines in the United States, 
January 1, 1956 and January 1, 1959 


(Miles ) 
Size gg 
(inches ) Gathering lines Total 


Y "1359 
1956 1959 1956 1959 1956 1959 1956 1959 


Total --- | 78,594 36,420 | 44,483 | 73,526 | 75,1682 |188,540 |189, 982 


1/ Data for odd sizes are included in next smaller size. 
2/ Includes a small amount of 2-inch pipe in trunklines. 
EY Includes a small amount of 5-inch pipe in trunklines. 
4/ Includes a small amount of 7-inch pipe in trunklines. 
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TABLE 3. 
January 1, 1956 to January 1, 1959 


(Miles ) 


Pipe laid 
State Total in place —— Total in place 
eae taken up | Jamary 1, 1959 
Alabama -------- 560 
Arizona --------- 935 
Arkansas -------- 2,511 
California ------ 8,752 
Colorado -------- 1,494 
Connecticut ----- 22 
Florida --------- 78 
Georgia --------- 1,022 
Idaho ----------- atL 
Tllinois -------- 10,275 
Indiana --------- 4,112 
Iowa ------------ 2,203 
Kansas ---------- 14, 762 
Kentucky -------- 1, 364 
Louisiana ------- 5,873 
Maine ----------- 477 
Maryland & D. C.- 77 
Massachusetts --- 220 
Michigan -------- 3,391 
Minnesota ------- 2,3 
Mississippi ----- 1,619 
Missouri -------- 5» (39 
Montana --------- 1,712 
Nebraska, -------- 2,093 
Nevada ---------- 78 
New Hampshire --- 1) 
New Jersey ------ 285 
New Mexico ------ 4,583 
New York -------- 1,561 
North Carolina -- 216 
North Dakota ---- 627 
CGhio orem none 8, 2h9 
Oklahoma -------- 21,599 
Oregon ---------- e 
Pennsylvenia ---- 9,495 
Rhode Island ---- 17 
South Carolina -- 20! 
South Dakota ---- 203 
Tennessee ------- 263 
Texas one ww oe 59> 812 
Utah ------------ 925 
Vermont --<------- 118 
Washington ------ 287 
West Virginia --- 3,632 
Wisconsin ----~-- 290 
Wyoning aoa an wean k, THT 
Total --------- 188,540 14,886 | 10,649 | 24,093 189, 982 
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- Petroleum pipelining activity in the United States, 


TABLE 4. - Petroleum pipelining activity in the United States, 
January 1, 1956 to January 1, 1959 


(Miles ) 


Size Gathering lines Crude-oil trunklines 
(inches ) 
1/ 


OE OR 
et Gobel al pipelines 


ode taken up pipe laid | taken up 
848 


2,816 


1/ Data for odd sizes are included in next smaller size. 
2/ Includes a small amount of 2-inch pipe in trunklines. 
P) Includes a small amount of 5-inch pipe in trunklines. 
4/ Includes a small amount of 7-inch pipe in trunklines. 
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California ----- 
Colorado ------- 


Connecticut ---- 
Florida -------- 


Kansas --------- 
Louisiana ------ 


Maine ---------- 
Maryland & D.C.= 
Massachusetts -- 
Michigan ------- 
Minnesota, ~----- 


Mississippi ---- 
Missouri -<-~---- 
Montana -------- 


Nevada --------- 


New Jersey ----- 
New Mexico -e-«-- 
New York --e---- 
North Carolina - 
North Dakota --- 


Oregon --e------ 
Pennsylvania --- 
Rhode Island --- 


South Carolina-- 
South Dakota --- 
Tennessee -~---- 


Washington ----- 
West Virginia -- 
Wisconsin ------ 
Wyoming --<------ 


1956 ------- 


TABLE 6. - Mileage of product pipelines in the United States, 
as of January 1, 1959 


(Miles ) 


nches) L/ 


aaa 
“Leh 


as le J 
367 403 
662 


1/ Data for odd sizes are included in next smaller size. 
2/ Includes a small amount of 5-inch pipe. 
3/ Includes a small amount of 7-inch pipe. 
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TABLE 7. - Mileage of crude trunklines in the United States, as of January 1, 1959 


(Miles ) 
Size (inches) 1/ 
Total 
= Ph eet ere sO 
95 e 19 6 
Alabema -------- 2k 2h 
Arizona -------- = 
Arkansas ------- 762 
California ----- 4,116 
Colorado ------- 6&2 
Dlinois ------- 4,586 
Indiana -------- 2,201 
Iowa ----------- 1 
Kansas -oe---cce 4,395 
Kentucky ------- 434 
Louisiana ------ 2,732 
Maine ---------- 151 
Michigan ------- 1,582 
Minnescta ------ 739 
Mississippi ---- 694 
Missouri ------- 4,451 
Montana --~----- 599 
Nebraska ------- 698 
New Hampshire -- 73 
New Jersey ----- 129 
Hew Mexico ----- T3T 
New York ------- 278 
North Dakota --- 195 
Ohio ----------- 3,104 
Oklahoma ------- 7,761 
Pennsylvania --- 3,125 
Tennessee ------ 15h 
Texas occececnee 29,642 
Utah --0-----<-- 378 
Vermont -------- 18 
Washington ----- 64 
West Virginia -- 390 
Wisconsin --c---- 104 
Wyaming -------- 3,236 
Total Jan. 1, 
1959 eoccees . 
P veae Jan. 1, 
corene- 3,319 | 11,612] 25,623 | 13,453 | 9,250 | 495 | 2,492 | 1,817 | 3,723 1, 383 | 1,355 78,594 

1/ Data for odd sizes are included in next emaller size. 


2/ Includes a small amount of 5-inch pipe. 
3/ Includes a small amount of 7-inch pipe. 
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TABLE 8. 


California --- 
Colorado 


Connecticut -- 


Michigan 


Minnesota ---- 
Mississipp: 
Missouri 
Montana 


Nevada 
New Hampshire- 
New Jersey --- 
New Mexico --- 
New York 


North Carolina 
North Dakota - 
Ohio 


Pennsylvania - 
Rhode Island - 
South Carolina 
South Dakota - 
Tennessee ---- 


Washington --- 
West Virginia- 
Wisconsin ---- 


Wyoming 


- Pipeline fill for petroleum pipelines in the United States, 
January 1, 1956 and January 1, 1959 


(Thousand barrels ) 


product 
1956 1959 1956 1959 1956 1959 1956 
- 13 2h ek 2k 37 490 


eres us 


"127 Lay 


lines 


Jan.1l, 
1959 


20,690 
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